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What’s New in version 3.17 April 2022 
ProAdmin version 3.17 introduces deep compare of plan definitions, 415 calculation improvements, 
and alternative beneficiary date of birth.  Full details plus many other new features are described 
below. 

Interface 
♦ Deep Compare of Plan Definitions. Comparing two Plan Definitions now automatically 

compares the underlying benefit definitions too. This eliminates the need to leave the plan 
definition comparison, go to the benefit definition library, remember which benefit definitions to 
compare, and then compare them. ProAdmin makes an intelligent guess to match up benefits 
between the two plans. You can modify ProAdmin’s guess by clicking the Benefit Map button. 

 
 

♦ Find. A Find feature has been added to the Plan Definition Editor which lets you search through 
the benefit definitions and underlying components. For example, you could use the search to 
find the benefit definitions using the “ERF” component. 
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♦ Data Review. The Data Review dialog box for all calculation types has been improved to use 
scrolling instead of the tab approach for navigation. Changed or defaulted values will now be 
shown with a blue background, and you can navigate through the changed/defaulted fields. 

For more information, see Data Review Changes on page 8. 
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Age Definitions 
♦ Alternative beneficiary DOB. Age Definitions now allow you to reference an alternative 

beneficiary date of birth field. This feature is useful for plans that calculate age in a way that 
does not neatly fit into one of the age calculation approaches ProAdmin handles (e.g., granting 
a month of age if the member is born after the 15th of the month). Now, you can modify the 
beneficiary date of birth in a Data Default expression and reference the modified date field to 
get the desired beneficiary age calculation result. 
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415 Maximum Benefit Limitations 
♦ Cost-of-living increases to the IRC § 415(b) dollar limitation can now be defined to 

cease at decrement, benefit commencement, a fixed calendar year (which may be a Plan 
Constant), or the earlier of decrement and a fixed calendar year. 

  
♦ Lump sum payment forms can now be directly limited by the appropriate 415 maximum 

benefit limitation rather than being converted from a limited annuity benefit.  

♦ For more information, see 415 Calculation Improvements on page 9.  
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Calculated Dates 
♦ All Commencement dates after a selected calculated commencement date will now be 

suppressed. During the calculation, once the calculated commencement date is determined, all 
requested commencement dates after that date are suppressed.  Modifications to Calculated 
Dates were made to implement this feature and identified as a changes log issue. 

 

Retroactive Payments 
♦ The dialog box text for retroactive payments has been improved to better describe how 

ProAdmin determines the retroactive payments.  
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Benefit Calculator Mode  
♦ Review data. The Review data check box for Benefit Calculator users is now the default 

setting. 

 

Server Tools 
♦ Reduce false differences. A new Calculator Tester option has been added to reduce the 

number of false differences when comparing old and new _AUDIT.txt and _OUT.xml files. This 
feature does add time and disk space to the calculator tester feature, but, because it re-
generates formatted output from previous results, it eliminates false differences in the 
comparison due to new labels, new columns, additional information, etc. 
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♦ XML Linkage. When adding or replacing a System Plan in the repository, if the XML Database 
Linkage and/or XML Output Linkage is different than those in the repository, you are now given 
the opportunity to compare entities and the option to replace or keep the linkage(s) in the 
repository. 

Mortality Rates 
♦ Added ‘SOA Scale MP-2021’ to Mortality Improvement Scales library.  

ProAdmin API 
♦ ProAdmin now has an Application Programming Interface (API) that lets you perform select 

ProAdmin Desktop tasks from another application.   

Initially ProAdmin API has two (2) functions, GetMessage and SetMessage, that let you find 
and replace (or add) text in the Message Definition Library. 

For details about how to install the API and use these functions please see “ProAdmin API Users 
Guide.pdf” in the ProAdmin installation folder. 

Help 
♦ The FAQ section of the help has several new articles regarding how to work with events.  Please 

visit Help and navigate to the FAQ section. 

Changes Log 
♦ Be sure to read the changes log (Click on Changes Log under the Help menu) about updates to 

certain calculations that may change results. 

  

https://www.winklevoss.com/help/ProAdmin/3.17/default.htm
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Data Review Changes  
 
When reviewing data, you can now easily scroll through the data elements referenced by the 
calculation within one dialog. The new toolbar has buttons to Apply Defaults, navigate through 
previous or next fields that have changed, and Go To a specific field. 
 

 
 
When you enter a manual data change, your changes will be highlighted in blue. 
 

 
 
If you mouse over the manually changed field you will see the original value from data source. 
 

  
 
Fields that are set based on Calculated Dates, or are always updated by a Data Default, will have a 
new indicator showing you how it is updated or used (e.g. Calculated commencement date, or 
Values are reset when defaults are applied). 
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415 Calculation Improvements  
ProAdmin version 3.17 includes several enhancements to 415 maximum benefit calculations.  
There are two categories of enhancement: 

1. New options to control when cost of living increases on the dollar limit cease 
2. Ability to directly calculate the maximum limit for lump sum payment forms 

Dollar Limit Cost-of-Living Increases 

The default under the law is that the dollar limit increases cease at “severance”, but a plan 
document can have different terms. ProAdmin’s prior treatment in this area (a changes log issue) 
was somewhat hidden because it is typical to assume a 0% increase in the dollar limit, so, 
effectively, ProAdmin was typically using the dollar limit at decrement, and that is the current 
default. Now, however, there are options to use the dollar limit at: 

• Decrement, 
• Benefit Commencement, 
• A specified calendar year, or 
• The earlier of decrement and a specified calendar year. 

 

The latter two options accommodate plans that have been frozen and limit the dollar limit to the 
level in affect at that time.  The calendar year can be specified as a Plan Constant to accommodate 
complex plans with multiple freeze years. 
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Lump Sum Payment Forms 

By default, ProAdmin limits a Benefit Definition by the 415(b) Dollar Limit applicable to a life 
annuity or qualified joint & survivor annuity, and then that limited benefit is converted into 
alternative payment forms based on the payment form conversion factors specified by the user. 
This approach may produce inappropriate results under many circumstances but has the most 
potential to be wrong when a lump sum is payable. To address this potential problem, ProAdmin 
Benefit Definitions now allow the U.S. 415(b) limit to be adjusted for lump sum payment forms.  (A 
future release will provide this flexibility for other payment forms.)  

 

When this new Benefit Definition box is checked (and lump sums are payable), ProAdmin calculates 
two maximum benefit limitations for each actuarial equivalence basis: one for lump sums and one 
for annuities. The annuity basis is the same as previously calculated. The lump sum limit is the 
annuity limit (prior to the $10,000 exemption) multiplied by a straight life annuity factor calculated 
on the lesser of the following bases: 

1. Plan actuarial equivalence 
2. 5.5% interest and applicable 417(e) mortality 
3. Applicable 417(e) interest and mortality, with the resultant factor multiplied by 1.05 

The plan actuarial equivalence basis is as specified in the Plan Attributes. The applicable 417(e) 
mortality is assumed to be the mortality table specified for calculating the 415(b) dollar limitation 
under Regulatory Data | U.S. 415(b) Maximum Benefit Limit. New parameters on this same dialog 
clarify the applicable interest rates: 

 
  



What’s New, ProAdmin version 3.17 - 11 - April 2022 

The factor value on each basis is included in the maximum benefit detailed result, with links to the 
complete annuity factor calculation under the detailed results for Accrual Basis Components.  

 

To improve usability, the maximum benefit limit tables are collected in a folder for each benefit 
definition, as compared to the single table for each benefit definition when this option is not 
selected.  
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Excerpt from Lump Sum Form(s) Maximum Benefit Limit detailed results: 

 

 

 

 



What’s New, ProAdmin version 3.17 - 13 - April 2022 

If the 415(b) dollar limitation is adjusted for lump sums, the payment form detailed results for 
lump sums show the pre-415(b) benefit, the plan lump sum after conversion, the 415(b) lump sum 
maximum and then the “preliminary lump sum” before any alternative actuarial equivalence bases. 
(If the 415(b) dollar limitation is not adjusted for lump sums, the payment form detailed results 
continue to show the normal form benefit and then the “preliminary lump sum” after the 
conversion factor is applied.) 

 

The treatment of non-lump sum payment forms is essentially unchanged with the current 
enhancement: the benefit definition is limited by the annuity maximum benefit and then that 
benefit is adjusted for each non-lump sum payment form based on the payment form conversion 
factors.  

We hope to release an enhancement in the near future to properly adjust non-lump sum payment 
forms, such as qualified J&S annuities and certain and life annuities, directly for the 415(b) dollar 
limit. This project is delayed in part because of the complications of having to address each of 
ProAdmin’s many payment form types. We hope and believe, however, that this enhancement for 
lump sum payment forms is the most needed and valuable. 
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